Feudalism Provides Structure

What is Feudalism? 
Was a system of governing and landowning based

on mutual obligations. 
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Who was involved?
The feudal system is easy to understand if you think of it as a pyramid.  As mentioned, the king was at the top of the pyramid and the head of the feudal society. Under the king were the vassals, or nobles who were given land and castles by the king for their promise of protection and loyalty to him in time of war.  A powerful noble could be an overlord too less wealthy nobles and have vassals of his own.  At the bottom of the pyramid were the peasants and serfs who worked the land.

How did this fit into society? 
Everyone in the feudal system knew their place in the pyramid.  The king gave orders to the lords, the lords gave orders to the knights, and the peasants received orders from everyone!

[image: image7.png]



Interaction

Relationships among the various groups is not clear-cut.   A noble might be a vassal to many different lords.  Both lords and vassals would corrupt the feudal system to take advantage of it at any time.

Social Classes
Medieval historians break up the social classes into three groups.  Those who fought (nobles and knights), those who prayed (men and women of the church, and those who worked (the peasants).  Social classes were usually inherited.  

Serfs
The majority of people in medieval Europe were serfs.  Serfs were people who could not lawfully leave the place where they were born.  The only thing that separated them from slaves was that the lord could not buy or sell them, although they were bound to the land.  

The Manor
This was the lords estate.  This was the basic economic system.  The manor system rested on a set of rights and obligations between the lord and his serfs.  The lord provided his serfs with housing, strips of farmland, and protection from bandits.  In return the serfs tended the lords land, ca red for his animals and helped maintain the manor.

Facts that you can’t live without!  

· Peasants rarely traveled farther than 25 miles from their own manor.

· A manor only covered a few square miles of land

· Generally 15-30 families lived on a manor

· The manor was a self-sufficient community

· Tax was paid to the lord

